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when a clash with Russia in the Far East appeared inevit-
able, made an alliance and got Japan to do the fighting
with Russia, while she looked on with her hands in her
pockets, and secured what she wanted in the end ? Was it
not England, too, when war with Germany seemed inevit-
able, who adopted an attitude of neutrality, inveigled Russia
and France into war with Germany, and then, when the
fighting had started, came out in her true colours and
declared war herself? It's a smart fellow who, instead of
jumping into the ring himself, can get others to do the
fighting for him while he calmly looks on from a safe place
secure of the prize. That is the way England does things.
On the other hand, the sabre-rattling type of fellow who
sticks a dagger in his belt and jumps in among the young
bloods rapping out, Tm your man P is all very well,
but a little out of place among the diplomats.
Sung Tzu said : The successful fighter plans his victory
and then gives battle : the unsuccessful gives battle and
then looks for victory. The Chinese warrior foretold, many
hundred years ago, the result of the war between England
and Germany.
To come to ourselves, don't we Japanese of today think
that a diplomacy of sabre-rattling and gallantly jumping
in among the young bloods is the way to make our country
great? Intoxicated with the fine words, 'Freedom of
action', are we not always finding fault with our diplo-
matists and gradually forcing upon them a foreign policy
in which there is no spirit of compromise ? In general, a
measure of elasticity is essential to the successful conduct
of foreign affairs. Uncompromising and direct methods
may be very effective at the start of a war, but to win one
they must strictly be avoided. The conduct of foreign
intercourse reflects the ideas of the people : if it ignores
them it can never be effective. To encourage our diplo-
matists, or to direct them, may be well enough, but,
forgetting that essential elasticity, vainly to delight in
smothering them with abuse, or, in the name of the High
Command, to ignore diplomatic methods altogether, is
most dangerous: it is the way to lead the country to
destruction.
Just look at England ! How do the people think that
foreign affairs should be conducted ? The English people